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November 2022 

West Linton St Andrew’s 
Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC003938 

Minister: Rev Dr Tony Foley 

True image or macabre distortion 

Let me ask you a question, “What does your God look like?”  

When I was a kid one of my favourite things to do with my brothers 

was to go to the carnival and visit the hall of mirrors. We would have so 

much fun looking at ourselves in those mirrors. Some of the mirrors 

would make us look small, tiny even; others would make us look so tall, 

thin, or fat. My brothers and I spent a lot of time laughing as our faces 

and bodies took on all different and weird shapes.  

The Hall of Mirrors was fun, but the effects of those mirrors would be 

horribly macabre if they persisted in everyday life. And yet, in a way 

that is what often takes place when people talk about God. Sometimes 

when I listen to people talk about their image of God it is like being in 

the verbal equivalent of a Hall of Mirrors. The image of God gets 

stretched all out of proportion. The image is one of a God no one in 

their right mind would want to believe in. 

As human beings we do almost all of our thinking in images. For some 

people it is like having little slideshow inside their head and each slide is 

a thought. The thing about images is they don’t so much inform and 

invoke. They invoke emotion, emotions like joy, sadness, fear, love, 

compassion. Those emotions in turn influence our wills and our wills 

(Continued on page 2) 
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shape our decision making. There are certain images or pictures that 

are so much a part of our psychic make up that they are like the 

wallpaper in our living rooms we just take them for granted. This is 

especially true when we talk about God. What image comes to your 

mind when you hear the word God? What emotion do you feel? Do you 

feel joy, peace, fear, irritation, boredom? 

I recently visited with a friend of mine. After coffee we read Psalm 23 

together. It is probably the best-known piece poetry in the Bible. My 

friend told me it was their favourite part of the Bible not so much 

because of the words but because of the images of God it conjured up 

in his mind.   

“What does your God look like?” is an important question. Why, 

because how we picture God, how we image God in our minds has a 

profound effect on how we relate to ourselves, to others, to life and 

living. If you have time this week, why not read Psalm 23 and notice 

what kind of images of God it stirs up in you. 

Peace, 

Tony 

(Continued from page 1) 

Something Extra 

I had a response from one of our readers after the October issue of the 

Newsletter suggesting that as well as the article from our minister, there 

might also be some other spiritual content.  Perhaps to take a verse or short 

passage of scripture and comment on it. 

I raised this with Tony and we agreed that this is something that some of our 

worship leaders could take on board.  But it is also possible that this is 

something that an elder or a member of the congregation might like to 

contribute to. 

If anyone would like to contribute please email your contribution.  Ideally, to 

fit on a page, it should be between 300 and 325 words.           Colin 
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In the beginning 

As we move through November we come to the beginning of the 

Advent season in the church calendar when we prepare once again to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus our Saviour. 

These 3 words appear right at the beginning of the bible and can also 

be found at the beginning of John’s gospel: “In the beginning God …” 

and “In the beginning was the Word …”.  You might like to look up 

Genesis chapter 1 and John chapter 1 to look at the connection 

between these 2 phrases. 

As Christians we believe in a creator God.  Yet many around us do not.  

They have difficulty in reconciling the science that tells us that the 

universe is a little more than 13 billion years old, with the concept of a 

God who created it all.  A God who chose to create a people in his own 

likeness to worship him. 

But the perfection that God created was spoiled by those he created 

requiring him to provide a ‘way back’ for those very people who spoiled 

his creation but who he still loves with all his heart. 

This for me is the significance of the statement by John that “In the 

beginning was the Word”.  Right from the start, God was prepared for 

our disobedience.  For John, the Word is Jesus.  The One who would die 

on the cross as the punishment for our sin.  Our finite minds find it hard 

to grasp the enormity of all of this.  To think that Jesus has co-existed 

with God since the beginning of time. 

So we will move through Advent to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Not 

just as the baby in the manger but as the King upon the throne.  The 

King who comes to reign for ever and ever.  The King who will right all 

wrongs.  The King who is our Saviour.  Not a warrior King but a caring, 

saving, shepherding King. 

Colin Herd 
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Remembrance Sunday 13 November 2022 

There will be a joint service of Remembrance in St Andrew’s Church on 

Sunday 13 November 2022 when worshippers from St Mungo’s will join 

us. 

Representatives of the Royal British Legion, as well as our uniformed 

organisations, will be in attendance. 

Wreaths will be laid at the War Memorial at the end of the service. 

It should be noted that the service begins at 10.45 am sharp in order to 

observe the 2 minute silence at 11.00 am.  

An offering for the work of the church will be uplifted during the service 
and there will be a retiring collection for Poppyscotland. 
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West Tweeddale Guild 

At our last meeting, we had a fascinating talk from Robert Higgins 

about the work of the Bethany Trust Care Van.   Thank you to all those 

from our area who give such great practical support to this in providing 

much-needed food and clothing on their night-time visits to Edinburgh. 

Our next meeting will be in Broughton Village Hall on Wednesday 16th 

November at 2.30pm, and this should also be a really interesting 

afternoon.   Rev Nick Bowry, rector of St Mungo’s Church, will speak 

about his experiences on the famous Camino de Santiago pilgrimage 

route in Spain. 

Our Guild is now there for all the 6 churches in our linkage, and 

everyone is welcome to attend any Guild meeting – no need to be a 

Guild member.   You will get a warm welcome, as well as refreshments. 

Margaret Habeshaw  

Christmas Illuminations 

Our latest understanding is that the Village will continue with Christmas 

decorations this year albeit for reduced periods of 6pm until 11pm 

daily. That being the case we propose to illuminate the outside of the 

Church for a similar period each day with extensions to the times on 

days such as Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Old Year’s Night.  

Those wishing to sponsor the lighting may do so by adding their name 

and details to the sponsor sheet which will be available as usual on the 

shelf at the West door. In due course payment may be made to Neil 

Calvert or the Kirk Treasurer, Michael Knott. 

Neil Calvert 



6 

 

All children from babies to P7 are most welcome to come and join in the 

fun! 

We will start with a Bible Story and then the children will do a range of 

craft activities, followed by a song and a prayer and finish off with a meal 

together.  All children MUST be accompanied by an adult. 

Please do consider joining us for an afternoon of fun activities and a 

family meal together. 

For more information contact Jean Howat (01968 660677) 

howatjean@gmail.com 

mailto:howatjean@gmail.com
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Baby Brunch 

every Friday 

10.00 to 

11.30am 

In the Old 

Church Hall 

For parents 

grandparents 

and carers 

with young 

children 

Sunday Club 

on the first Sunday of each month for 

children in P1 to P5 

Contact Kate Whalley or Ann Lyon 

01968 661158 or 01968 661347 

Blythswood  Shoe Box Appeal 

Thank you to all who brought along a shoebox or bag for the 2022 

Appeal. There were 35 boxes and bags as well as 3 boxes of “extras”, 

and these will be distributed to folk in Eastern Europe as well as to 

Ukrainian refugees. Thanks also for the generous donations of money 

which will help with the shipment to Europe.  

Thanks also to Gillian and her team at the Post Office for displaying 

leaflets and poster. 

November  9th 
 

Andrew Vickery  

a trip to China 
 

November 23rd 

Christmas Craft 
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Peebles Youth Trust Christmas Hampers 

Peebles Youth Trust organizes a distribution of food hampers around 

Christmas each year. This year we have been asked to contribute packs 

of lentils. These may be left in the Church during the week commencing 

14th November (the Church is open during daylight hours) or 

alternatively brought to Church on Sunday, 20th November. Hopefully 

the recipients will enjoy some great pans of soup over the winter! 

Mrs Rae Bell 

We remember with affection Mrs Rae Bell who died recently in 

Callander. 

Rae was the daughter of Rev J G G Nicholson who was minister here 

from 1928 till 1964. In 1956, she married John Bell of Robinsland. 

During her time here, Rae enhanced the life of the village in many 

ways.  As a teacher of domestic science at our local school, she taught 

many of us to knit and sew and held popular dressmaking classes 

during winter evenings. 

Rae was an accomplished pianist and with Jock on the accordion they 

entertained at social events throughout the community for many years. 

Later they took ownership of our local newsagent - their business name 

J. & R Bell remains today. 

Rae’s interest in the life of the village continued throughout her life, as 

did her support for St Andrew’s, where she donated flowers for the 

church every year at Whipman time. 

We record our sympathy to Graham and Alison and the wider family 

and assure them of our thoughts and prayers at this time. 

Marion Moore 



9 

 

Christmas Gifts (Toys) 

As in recent years the Church is proposing to collect children’s 

Christmas Gifts which will be distributed to those in need through the 

Salvation Army. Our Christmas Gift service will be held on Sunday 11th 

December when gifts (new and unwrapped) may be left on the pews 

inside the West door of the Church. Alternatively gifts may be brought 

to the Church  on Saturday 10th December between the hours of 10.00 

and noon. Gifts of wrapping paper will also be acceptable.  The gifts will 

be taken to the Salvation Army on Monday 12th December.  

The Salvation Army has always been most grateful for the response 

from West Linton and Newlands to help bring some Christmas cheer to 

children throughout the Borders. 
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Harvest Flowers  

I would like to express sincere thanks to this year’s Harvest flower ar-

rangers; Fiona Hessey, Helen Bruce, Nancy Porteous and Sheila Forsyth 

who joined me in preparing the church for our Harvest Thanksgiving 

Service on 9th October. The church was adorned with striking autumnal 

colours which was bathed in sunshine which filtered through our beau-

tiful stained-glass windows. The feedback has been very complemen-

tary and we appreciate it very much. 

We are still looking for people to join our team of flower arrangers and 
would like to encourage new people. You do not require any special 
skills, cut flowers in a vase of water can look just as beautiful as an intri-
cate arrangement. If you like flowers and would like to join us please do 
get in touch. My email address is annlyon@live.co.uk  

I look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Ann Lyon 

mailto:annlyon@live.co.uk
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The Ranger Unit which meets in the Old Church Hall have recently been 

busy undertaking The Friends of Netherurd Challenge that includes 

various activities, one of which was to donate to a charity. 

On hearing that St Andrews Church was collecting for the Blythswood 

Care Shoebox Appeal the girls were keen to support the church in this 

worthy cause. 

Rangers is section of Girlguiding for young women between the ages of 

14 and 18 years. 

All in Rangers very much appreciate the support of the church and were 

delighted to participate by helping in this way. 
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Services November 

 West Linton 11.30 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

6th Rev Dr Tony Foley Rev Dr Tony Foley Colin Herd 

13th 
Rev Dr Tony Foley 

at 10.45 am 
Murray Campbell David Howat 

20th Steven Whalley Sheena Livingstone Fiona Burnett 

27th David Howat David Howat Rev Dr Tony Foley 

4/12 Rev Dr Tony Foley Rev Dr Tony Foley Patsy Campbell 

Material for the December Newsletter should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 21st November 2022.  The December issue will be available by 

27th November.  

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org.   

Please include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 

To stop receiving the Newsletter by email please send an email to : 

newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

Door Duties 
  November      December 
Ann Lyon  Choir         Pat Graham  Choir 
Michael Knott  Main         Colin Herd £   Main 
Daryll Green £ Gallery        Marion Moore Gallery  

Readers 
 Nov   6th Kirsty Crick 
 13th Kirsty Crick 
 20th  Elaine Robinson 
 27th Elaine Robinson  
         

     Readers 
Dec    4th Daryll Green 
 11th Daryll Green 
 18th Tony Hoskins 
 25th Tony Hoskins 


